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two tjjoS 3 that PONGER visited in Auscee, he did not sleep, either in Alt 
Aussee or Bod Ausseo but in Grxmdlaoe, which he explaiiied . to roe ^ saying 
that ha was making a photo study* of a wood w^er who worked there* It 
migjit be erentually* interesting in this coraieotion that ‘since approximately 
last suntTi^ a man has been working in the gypsum works in Ginxndlsee who is 
known as a leaxiing functionary of the KPOe, although- hot publicly so laiown, 
and who is re^rlfcd to have had his training in Russia* This man's nama 
is TuINECK 4phonetic) and ha lives in that part of Alt Aussee known as Wim. 
However, PONG^ never asked me about this roan- and I was interested in him 
only because I have the opinion that the Russians are preparing the Totes 
Gebirge as a stronghold for paxiisar warfare, I have a number of indica^ 
tions of th^*. It seems peculiar to me that the LTKECIC: mentioned above, 
who alia^diy had a prosperous vegetable business, should suc^cter^> tak& 

Job in ■ a . gypsxin 'works in Gx*undlsee as a cemon laborer* 



"Otherwise, POJfGER did not indicate any Interest' to me in persons in 
the Aussee orer.. aljihough ha -frequently asked about Dr. MAE* I never spoke 
of MAE but al'/ays advised POHGHl . simply to visit him if he wished ii\fonaa»« 
tion* Vihotb'jr PONGER visited hln or not I do not know. 



"Concerning other persons, the only naras which came up was that of the 
foraer Colonel of the Secret . Field -Police, KRIECHBAUM, (sic)* PONGER knew 
that I knew this roan and that I also Ikiaev him' during ny confinement* 

PONOER had also loet KRIECFEADH in Hurnbergiahd remained from that tiiaa on 
in contact ^-th him. In the auraner of 1951 when PONGER visited roe In 
Aussee ho told los that he had seen KEIECHBAIW and that KRIECHBAUrf would 
be 'very happy to see roe again* IT I wished, P(WGER said ho could arrange 
a meeting* I should write KRIECHBAUM a' letter since that would bo accord- 
ing to protocol, and say that I would be very happy to see him again and i 

PONGER would than arrange a meeting between us* KRtECHBAUM chose ac a 
date the iBth.of August, as well as I can reconstruct frosl the letter of 
PC^^GER*s that I have, but whether we actually met on that day I no longer 
exactly remember* It was certainly in the month of August* PONGER brought 
KR1ECF3AUM i^om Roichenhall to Salzburg and there I also got into the car* 

As well as E .can ramanber it was KRIEOHBAlH's car, and we then drove to 
Fuschl where we drank coffee in a restaurant by the lake* The conversation 
was confined to the exchange of i^inisconces and only at the end of the 
conversation did KRIECHBAUH tell me that In intelligence circles my friend- 
ship with Erich KERN MAIR was disapproved of* I was able to explain to 
KRJECHBAl®! that .KERNfflCTR had indeed been a former colleague of mine when 
I was working for CIC in Austria but that since that time we had separated, 
since KBRNMATR was completely inpossible in my opinion* KRIECKBAUM indi- 
oa-bed that he was oonpLetely satisfied vi-th this eocplanation but did not 
indicate that be ha<f any. definite plan connected with roe# PONGER, on the 
other hand, told roe on the return Journey (ho brought mo as for as 
V St* Gilgon) that this conversation would have good results ‘ since .KRIKCICBAIIH 
VOS a leading man of the Schneider firm ( translator no te r :Arot Oehlen)* 

(Ho had "told me in a comunication.dated 5 August that kRIECHBAUM would make 
some definite proposition to me at the meeting on the l8th of August, but • 



declassified and NELfASEDSV 

central intelligence agency 
SOURCES METHDDS EXEMPT I 0N3IZI 
NAZI WAR CRIMESOlSCLOSDRIACr 
date 2000 2006 












V,:' 6Vi 144-2.27/ 

^\’.'Yi& T!ie'^T told. me either in writing or later bj words'vhat he rnsmt. I- 
could' only -guess that it had soma thing to do with cooperation in -the 
Schneider fixsw This, activity as middleHiian in 19^ and again a year 
later brought roa to the conjecture that PONGER might perhaps be a colleague 
of the Schneider' group in.- Vienna with a nassion from’KHIBCHMlW^ who had ' 
the reputation of being a first-rate specialist in Southeast natters* In 
any eventp I never a'sked him about this and later observations brought me 
to a differrot conclusion* I guess that at that time and earlier POKGFK 
was doing some, sort. of business with KRIECHBAFIM concerning which I will 
wxj^te more later* 






“In ^pten^r 19$2y POKGSR visited mo again in Alt Aussee. He was 
there only about an ^ur. (that is at my house) on which occasion he asked* 
me whetter I might cai« to make a visit to Germany -with him and with his 
brotheiCln-law’in Octob^*. .A proposition which he; had first suggested a 
year before this*' (Wo. had occasionally talked in 'Sucih a way that I 
indicated that I'occasionaily bad business to* do- iii- Germany but that I 
had to; postpone the trip because the Gorman railroade ..wei^ so expensive* 
POTGER at that time had. suggested that I go' with him in his car* vhon.-Jie 
.want to Germany* V Whether he actually went to OermJ^ in 1951 I cannot 
remember*) PCWGHl alsb 'suggested that it would be; very nice at this 
to speak again -with KRIECHBAFDMp since nc3W the qpestion of a German Iiitelli- 
genoe Service was - becoming acute and until the estiblishment of the German 
Intelligence Service I had held- ny plans in abeyance* v' I- bad actually on 
several previous occasions told PONGER this .after ; he- 'had several tluies 
urged me to take up contact with KRIECHBAUK and to place ty capabili.tiee 
in the intelligence field, at the disposal of the Schneider firm* Oti thia 
occasion tt would be po^ible for us therefore to speak to KRIECHBAUH and 
he would arrange the itinerary in such a way that it flbted most con- 
veniently ray interests* He sug -Tested a meeting with> KRICHBAUK in KRIECH- 
BADM^s resitoco in RaichenhoU on the weekend of the Uth to 12th October 
but I refused this since I had something else to do that weekend. On the 
13th of October* I tra-rolled to Salzburg where Walter LAUEER fetched me 
frcsn the train* PONGER had introduced me to LAU3ER several days before in 
Is chi* At that time I had been in Ischl and PONGER had called my wife in 
Alt Aussee who told him that eventually he could find me in the railroad 
station restaurant* He cama there and I went outside with him briefly where 
he introduced ma to LAUBER in order that I would recognize him In the event 
that he could not personal^ plok me xzp in Salzburg* On the 13th. of October^ 
LAU5ER came with his Velkswagon and drove me to Reichei^all where PONGER had 
put up in the Hotel Deutchos Haus or Deutcher Hof* PONGER had already 
spoken with KRIECHBAUM but KRIECHBAUM was no longer in Reichenhall* having 
arranged to meet us in Munich. We met KRIECHBAUM in the. restaurant near the - . 
bus stop by the Hotel Schottenhammel (afternoon of 13 October)* The conver- ■ 
sation was again purely theoretical as it had bean a year before and KRIECH- 
BAUM indicated, that the situation in the Gem^ Intelligence Service, was 
still completely unclear* saying that the Americans naturally . would ne^ 
let a.Tnan like Dr* Schneider (translator note: Oehlen) bo disnissed 'and 

that this man would play an irnpoHSrTToleTn the future* etc* Nothing 
concrete was discussed at this meeting. KRIECHBAW gave the iirpression of 
being very sick and stated that for several months he had been desperately 
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ill. Several days before my journey, I had learned-through a crimihiL' ■ '■ 

police officer attachea to the State Police in Salzburg by the name. of. 
A^/OERER^.’not directly hut through cutouts, that:.Oirt POKGEP. was suspected 
in V^ieiinai of voridng for. the Soviet Iritelligenca.' Seir^dce* (it-waa' in ■ 
anothe'r* connection that-, the riarae.of PO?IGER had’ oom*e up<>) i had’ cohse-^’ • // 
quently passed f to AVfrEB£R. a writtw nemorandun stating that I knew a 
certato C\irt TONCtBR and telling what I know about this man© • This journey r 1. 
with- PONGSR , ^efrted'iherefore much' inore interesting, ;sihce I hoped to get 
the opportunity; to .be able to make conclusions about PONCER* ' I had the ; 
greatest.'doubt that PCWOEK could.be a Soviet agent, ./since his entire, 
activity -during the. past year, at least as far as* Iv bould see, indicated 
otherwise.^ The' man had been a Captain .'with OSS, wa^ .then an ofllcial in 
• Numberg where in the last stages of .the trials, that’pariorujd^ of 

half ended among. Americans. He then got.-iiie^ concessions of /jnericaoi 

agencies in Austria and* he had 'tten arf'ang^ ny :bdbk> ' Dje / Geheime 

Front , a worlc..jnost offensive to ‘'Russia. , and / to ;.^nnrj(ni3ia vhlch.'Had ;bfe^ir 
SrSiddeti’ in the ’Soviet Zone, and irfi \ch’;had beoh sub ject 'pf hostile . atten-i 
tion ly'vaidousf^viet c»ranands, -"should. appear'd^ On this 

. Jcmrhey^'*; PON QER: behaved in‘ t completely unsaispiciou3;fashi6n,'he sliowed’no ^ 
interest in what l.w as doings* and we practically never saw^each;. other * 
except at certain: meals.-;. It was .admit tocOy TinuOT 
'.spinething to’;';‘cdscuiss;’wtth JCRIECHBj!LyK'wi4^h..’h^^^^ in' 

‘■ay. presence^ and he arrarigad with^'JGnECHBAtlM/^ from 

■ some : poin*^ along., the yay . to ’ arrange, 'a . er t betie ea .the : .two^ . \* 

V*ether;.tlds ’rQeetliig occutrcdi do no^t;imow; and;; 

-LAUHE2l’6n‘ the i5th of October to Nxirnbecrg, .I\±%»diately..'t^ 
to- bus^lddrf /vdiere I had business and: there ;did not; meet’:lk^G® v.!^^ lAUBER 
again until the. 18th of October when I met thra in .'Bonn. J they 

I had completed all ny business and consequently went .ahead- by train to 
Stuttgart, where on the 20th I met PONGER and* VKREER again,; I arranged for 
theaa to visit.'the Porsche works, since they* wished to ma>ce .a photographic 
study for the Ch^^ted States, and on the* same d^ we . vent ^; to Munich, ^ where 
after spending the night* we proceeded to Anssee. PONGER and LAUBER intended 
to go only, as far as Salzburg but I persuaded then to bring me to Aussee and 
they spent the hig*ht in Grundlsee, On the following jnorniJig, they ‘wished to 
try to make some pictures of spawning fish (at that time the pawning period 
of a local fish was beginning). Since that time I have seen neither P0NC5R 
ncr the others and have received no letters with the exception of the 
TJhristmas card mentioned above. 



"After becoming aware of the arrest of PONQER and ^/ERBER, I doddod to 
infcrm the ..office of Dr. Schneider and hereby set down as an aide memoir 
infoixiatton which sxibstantiates my oral report. This matoiial is to be used 
only with ny explicit permission— -that is, without my specific permission 
it cannot be forwarded to any office. ( Translator note j When questioned 
on this statement, HOETTL admitted that he specifically meant it could not 
be forwarded to an American office. Ho stated, however, that his main 
reason for this '-ras to ensure security, since ha was not aware of the extent 
to jdiich dlsoeminations were made inside Gehlen^s organization and he actually 
hoped to restrict dissendnatiori to General Gehlen himself and thereby to the 
areally responsible American officer.) 
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•iTXssiiai Jfre *iais tot (J^Tcvscr. Ac^i.r**ar. 3 

:iad ^lr£j2ijh* inr .'nasTnesz: ^«a;th cusTuCTS LAU.^-K! 

«t{i3LI =;OiX 55 t»f:c; Jlj. isjr/ecxpatiai^ -xonc^^^ *hook«; on 'Vhinh ^*>0 • hnc to Miy 
•5:ustc7':s :anJ ^r±cb ;dii: XDt -5cls}:~lo p<(v the -liut;-^ KV*-T? 'C^Tie Oct 

\ :ir^ar *rli)e iiaistersjmsd snd nsfe .so:=e i^n?ss not nart-iOii!! a'rX.v 

, jfl. -arfega go^iaeboc y "likp 'tos .iCOT=ec: "ttoxTO^rh -the -OnstOnrs t »0 

. . .>;£^gpjCOy. itSast/ azay iSIaTri :gigD axcQH aseB ':itat -thn n;an nad sccTedlt-Ofi 

^ : 2 D 2 S aam^fir dao* Tfe oznrcier '^lJh£?th«{J' >POtJiT^'s 'bn 

:y/^b^^r^pdis^ r:^y^mfirfKK ;^nrrrTTT^ t±fe :x3B±or:s iTtsneo^on it? nbt snc^. 'hh 

xaojaTt irL, s±ace julhenjlse H 5 EZAHEK %ciilo riot hwe -rininbeti 

J <£ 1 ^d *no ouTt rnDx: ‘^hethsr ?I3?rPEr iCT>cr;s 
l^jrcejxainr; lir^ ’PTZ^HET^ 1 :az:;uld Ziike "lo state that %vact 3 ^ r<-. In th^ 
ol tto^.otjd *'S35nZ3MK* sror suspinion thtt he vorVdLn-*;; for t>hb 
Jiiissians '?dua PCIs'GEH -B?rc:s imjiosdtdeu, (Pron. oth^^r quw'to'rt 'S\>Ob ^r^rs 
^bptrt 5 u .Ai zst g’ Jr a teve rspear^dly wne to 

-orl^^iriate ^rLtb id® acqua±rrtBncft vbo aL'^^fcOd'lv 

actire for :she itussiaa .or itojarian int^TLir'«mcfc Cotx^oTnlh^ 

a fcood deal ±s jeadd Inrt I ^aersonaLDy dc 7 W 3 t Oe^i'evo that x:'PGr.ARl'!K> hsr 6 

^?^l 02 r©d ^22SS302:' ±n»iiis ljitn32i^ggQce group inc .'alliegodly still ^OrtplOX^ hii\^ 
i:pev aboixt ffiSStU,, It ccrald nossibl^ be >e>::plfilno^ by «i 

/;ood xiat-nre on .ibe j«rt of •Q?t:2aE5X as iji the ofcse of J^ thn i&on 

of ^3is colleague Professor Sort 5KOI2L^ !Ihis yoxu^ger X:'OIl ft OOjfmMi’st 
Vnl'iT f'TWt Shop Bi^ssszrd in Posst and is deported to ^end iVvfbVW^^ 

tioc tbroagh bis father ccsjoertzing this bnsinoss% Ihe ??ohior WOLl 
to be abflolntely reliable but appareflatly' cannot., for obvi<M\j?; xveeoriS> 
0 ^>arate. blnjself fron his son.) 

•The sebond naiie . Thith interestinc In an oonhectioh 

Is that of the fonroer SB Oberstnurmh^hoTnehrer ^losef IfKJUK* Cotxcex'ninR 
mail. P^fiGER had astoundln^ly rood inf or^;n tion^ Ke tolu ^e t>W yi^aiS*x r.f^ U\nt 
VKfl/Jl vae an agent of the AnerLcan, Britisl: and J-ltnch .Into) 1 M-rnnc^^ Sftl'vd.cd^ 
as well as of the intelligenoa service of the Austrian Stale Polled; huh 
that this had not hindered hin fror. hocomin;: inU.l.U gence chief of. the 
• Noo-4Iazl #;roup of S(^CEK* . A i^nark of P(x;i»Elv’s made a lorm nno mnde 1 !; 
appear to me at tfiit tine that URBAN alsc had connrct^on.n uith the Ipmeli 





